Letters to 


Flying Saucers 


To THE Eprroe 

WAS very much disappointed 

to read what seemed to me a 
particularly unfair and biased 
review of Maj. Donald Keyhoe's 
book Flying Saucers From 
Outer Space Your reviewer, 
Jonathan N. Leonard, seemed 
mainly interested in reviewing 
his powers of sarcasm and thus 
helping to perpetuate the de 
Plorable divisfon now existing 
between those who have a mys- 
tical faith in saucers on the one 
hand and those who repudiate 
it sneeringly on the other * * * 
If there is any truth in the con- 
tention of Major Keyhoe and 
those who agree with him (that 
the saucers are extraterritorial 
space ships) it is a matter too 
serious for joking, at least until 
the contention has been dis 
proved * * * Mr Leonard 
grossly unfair to Mr. Keyhoe in 
several places. For example, 
Major Keyhoe states plainly 
that he believes the reticence of 
the Air Force to give official 
recognition to the theory of the 
interplanetary origin of saucers 
has been due to their fear of 


1$ 


popular reaction. At no time 
does Mr. Leonard mention this 
assertion 

Even more unfair is the state- 
ment that the book “teems with 
unidentified authorities and 
anonymous sources." The fact is 
that nearly every page of the 
book contains the specific names 
of individuals reporting saucers 
or evaluating such reports, and 
in the index there is a list of the 
material taken from the files of 
the Air Technical Intelligence 
* * * Mr. Leonard's interpreta- 
tion of the letter printed on the 
back of the book's jacket is also 
open to serious question. But 
more important than these spe- 
cific issues is the unfortunate 
fact that Major Keyhoe'g book 
has not yet received and may 
never receive the careful and 
objective evaluation it deserves 
aby Ba WARREN CARROLL 

New York City 


To THE EDITOR : 

Mr. Leonard criticizes Major 
Keyhoe for accepting reported 
velocities of several thousand 
miles per hour, pointing out cor- 
rectly that estimates by a visual 
observer are valueless because 
distance is not known. How- 
ever, the data in question are 
not visual estimates, as as- 
sumed by your reviewer, but 
radar determinations, which are 
not subject to this uncertainty 
Whatever may be the explana 
tion, it is a matter of fact that 
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the Editor 


Objects moving at these veloci 
ties have been observed 
ALEXANDER D. MEBANE 
New York City 


A Reply 

THE EDITOR 
HE purpose of the Air Force 
is to protect the United 
States, not to conceal airborne 
threats. To state as Major Key 
hoe does, that the Air Force 
knows about a threatened at- 
tack from space is conceal 
ing it because of fear of “popu 
lar reaction imply that 
the Air Force dominated 
and traitors I do 
think that it 

In looking for unidenti 
fied authorities and anonymous 
sources, Mr Carroll might 
start right on page 1 he 
will find “high Government offi 
cials” (not further identified) 
On page 3 enters “Lieutenant 
Earl. Fogle” (a fictitious name 
On page 5 are “prominent scien 
tists" (unidentified). On page 
10 begin to 
‘Captain James Riordan” (name 
changed), who occupies three 
lines of the index. The rest of 
the book is the same 

Sometimes Major Keyhoe does 
refer to radar, which can give 
an object's if properly 
interpreted, as is not always the 
case. But I am pointing out his 
trust in unsUpported visual ob- 
servations. See pages 31, 33, 41, 
44, 45, 56, 58 and 67 for a few 
of the many examples. 

JONATHAN N. LEONARD 
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Brann the Iconoclast 


THE EDITOR 
NOTICED an error in Dudley 
Fitts’ review of E. E. Cum- 
mings’ “I Six Nonlectures.”’ 
Mr. Fitts writes: “Cummings 
more iconoclastic than old 
Brandt the I himself what!” 
The gentleman is not Brandt: 
it is Brann the Iconoclast: Wil 
liam Cowper Brann, born Ili 
nois 1855 and died by an 
assassin's bullet 1898—one of 
the most forceful writers in 
nineteenth-century America 

I mention what seems like a 
trifle because I am already 
under way in my task of edit- 
ing the “Basic Writings of 
Brann the Iconoclast” and de- 
sire any information anyone 
has about him 

ANTHONY HARRIGAN 
Norfolk, Va 


To 


"Machado of Brazil’ 


TO THE EDITOR 
66 THE important thing is that 
now one need learn 
Portuguese to satisfy, at least in 
part, curiosity about the Brazil 
ian master.” So writes William 
L. Grossman in his review of 
Jose Bettencourt Machado's 
“Machado of Brazil.” I disagree 
* * * Machado de Assis knew 
that Portuguese had been neg 
lected as a literary vehicle both 
in Portugal and Brazil. Were 
he alive today, the founder of 
the Brazilian Academy of Let 
ters would want his works 
difficult to translate, read in the 
original in order to spread ap 
preciation of the Portuguese 
tongue GOY D'AULSY 
New York City 
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